Trabectedin's contribution to the treatment of sarcomas.
Historically, treatment options for soft tissue sarcoma in adults have been limited. Prior to the introduction of trabectedin, only two main cytotoxic drugs were considered active: doxorubicin and ifosfamide (and to a lesser extent dacarbazine). Trabectedin is a unique marine-derived agent with a dual mechanism of action; it shares the mechanisms of action of cytotoxic agents and targeted therapies. The activity of trabectedin in advanced soft tissue sarcoma has been demonstrated in an extensive Phase II clinical trials program in which some interesting new models of use were identified, including maintenance treatment and rechallenge after treatment interruption. After 13 years since trabectedin was first investigated, it continues to be the subject of active research in both academia and industry. Numerous clinical studies currently underway with trabectedin are aiming to resolve a variety of questions in order to optimize its use in clinical practice.